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CALIFORNIA

County Notice of Proposed Operation and Description of Secure Youth Treatment Facility

*Submit this form to your assigned BSCC Field Representative*

Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) section 875, subdivision (g)(4) provides:

A county proposing to establish a secure youth treatment facility for wards described in
subdivision (a)' shall notify the Board of State and Community Corrections of the operation of the
facility and shall submit a description of the facility to the board in a format designated by the

board.

Submission of this form serves as notice to the BSCC of the proposed operation and description of a Secure

Youth Treatment Facility (SYTF).

Date: August 20, 2021

County: Butte

Facility Name: Butte County Juvenile Hall

Facility Address: 41 County Center Drive, Oroville, CA 95965
Intended Date of Operation: | July 1, 2021

Contact Person: Amy Asher

Contact Person E-Mail: aasher@buttecounty.net

REQUIRED INFORMATION:

Fill in information on form or attach a separate document. If an operational program statement or other document
addresses the required information, that document may be submitted as notice of proposed operation.

Identify each facility that will operate as a SYTF.

Operating Agency
(e.g., Probation Dept.)

Facility Name & Address

Facility Type

(Juvenile Hall/Camp) # of SYTF Beds

Bl.ltte COUnty Probation Depal’tment Butte County Juvenile Hall 41 County Center Drive Oroville, CA 95965 J u Ve n i I e H a I I 1 6

If existing beds will be converted to SYTF beds, please indicate by checking the box: [x]

Describe the juvenile population to be
served by each SYTF facility in the
county by factors including offense,
age, gender and any special
programming, such as sex offender or
mental health treatment to which the
facility may be dedicated.

Commitment to Success Program (CSP) participants will be predominantly high-risk/needs
male youth, ages 14 to 25, adjudicated by the Juvenile Court for a serious or violent
offense. Historically, local youth committed to DJJ were adjudicated for offenses such as
murder, attempted murder, second-degree robbery, assault with a deadly weapon, and
arson. The average age at time of DJJ commitment was 16 to 17 years old. These youth
are typically at high risk of re-offense and/or certification to the adult court/prison system
absent targeted interventions. Youth adjudicated for sex offenses, female youth, and youth
suffering from extensive mental health issues will be referred to a regional facility for
specialized services and programming.
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TO THE EXTENT KNOWN, PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

Describe the proposed or actual population
capacity of the SYTF (ADP and maximum as
applicable).

If the county proposes or plans to accept
commitments of SYTF youth from another
county or counties, describe the capacity of the
SYTF that will be dedicated or available to out-
of-county commitments.

Historically, Butte County has been a prevalent user of DJJ programming in Northern
California, housing an average of seven to ten youth at DJJ at a time. At this time,
the county houses 6 youth at DJJ. The maximum program capacity of CSP will be
16 youth. Based upon historical averages, it is estimated these youth will be housed
in CSP for approximately 3.7 years prior to community reentry.

At this time, Butte County has not entered into any regional agreements. Requests
from contracted counties will be reviewed and evaluated on a case-by-case basis to
determine feasibility. It is anticipated we would not exceed 5 youth from other
counties in CSP.

If the SYTF is a unit of a facility that also houses
detained or committed youth other than Section
875 committed wards, indicate which unit or
part of the facility will be utilized as a SYTF.

Indicate whether you intend to separate SYTF
from non-SYTF youth in the facility, and if they
will be separated, describe how they will be
separately housed and programmed.

The Butte County Juvenile Hall (BCJH) currently houses youth who are detained pending
adjudication, as well as youth committed to the Butte County Probation Department Camp
Program (Camp). To promote the safety and security of youth and staff, as well as to address
the differing needs of youth housed within the Juvenile Hall facility, these existing groups of
youth are housed, educated, and programmed in separate pods from one another. Each
housing unit has a dedicated classroom.

CSP youth will be housed separately from both existing groups (in C pod), and will be offered
separate programming opportunities. Programming and education will be conducted within
the existing infrastructure of C pod, as well as in a separate programming room dedicated to
CSP youth. In most cases, the three groups of youth housed at BCJH will not interact with
one another.

Describe how the SYTF will be secure as
required by WIC § 875 including any proposed
modifications to achieve security.

BCJH utilizes the established policies and procedures currently in place. CSP
will follow those same policies and procedures for securely housed youth
placed in CSP.

BCJH hopes to install additional video and recording equipment in CSP as well
as install enhanced security fencing in order to provide an additional outdoor
programming space for CSP youth (this space would be in addition to the
already designed outdoor recreational spaces that currently exist at BCJH).

Describe how the programming, treatment, and
education offered and provided is appropriate
to meet the treatment and security needs of the
youth serving baseline and modified baseline
terms under WIC § 875.

BCPD uses a validated risk and needs assessment tool, the Positive Achievement Change Tool (PACT), to identify which areas of a
youth's criminogenic profile are the most likely to lead to re-offense, and which needs require focused intervention. Local
organizations have expressed a commitment to providing behavioral interventions, social services, and life skills training (Northern
Valley Catholic Social Services, Catalyst, and Boys and Girls Club), educational services (Butte County Office of Education),
vocational training and placement (Alliance for Workforce Development and Butte County Office of Education), and individual and
family counseling (contracted Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists) to CSP youth.

BCPD directly facilitates evidence-based youth programming, including Moral Reconation Therapy, Forward Thinking Interactive
Journaling, Aggression Replacement Training, the Strengthening Families Program, gender-specific programming (Girls Circle and
The Council for Boys and Young Men), substance use classes, community service activities, and recreational programming. In
addition, BCPD maintains collaborative, multidisciplinary relationships with other local government organizations. To promote
security of youth and staff, programming and educational spaces will be dedicated to CSP youth. Service providers are required to
complete a security clearance process in order to enter the Juvenile Hall facility.

Describe the staffing proposed for the SYTF,
including staffing ratios.

BCJH is currently staffed for 60 youth (rated capacity),
while maintaining a staffing ratio of 1 to 8. CSP will not
add additional staff to the current staff rating capacity.

If the county will use or proposes to establish or
utilize a less restrictive program to which SYTF-
committed youth may be transferred by the
juvenile court, describe the less restrictive
program including whether it is operated by a
community service provider.

At this time, BCPD will not be utilizing a less restrictive
program for CSP youth.
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" Welfare and Institutions Code section 875, subdivision (a), provides:

(a) In addition to the types of treatment specified in Sections 727 and 730, commencing July 1, 2021, the court may
order that a ward who is 14 years of age or older, be committed to a secure youth treatment facility for a period of
confinement described in subdivision (b) if the ward meets the following criteria:

(1) The juvenile is adjudicated and found to be a ward of the court based on an offense listed in subdivision (b) of
Section 707.

(2) The adjudication described in paragraph (1) is the most recent offense for which the juvenile has been
adjudicated.

(3) The court has made a finding on the record that a less restrictive, alternative disposition for the ward is unsuitable.
In determining this, the court shall consider all relevant and material evidence, including the recommendations of
counsel, the probation department, and any other agency or individual designated by the court to advise on the
appropriate disposition of the case. The court shall additionally make its determination based on all of the following
criteria:

(A) The severity of the offense or offenses for which the ward has been most recently adjudicated, including the
ward's role in the offense, the ward's behavior, and harm done to victims.

(B) The ward's previous delinquent history, including the adequacy and success of previous attempts by the juvenile
court to rehabilitate the ward.

(C) Whether the programming, treatment, and education offered and provided in a secure youth treatment facility is
appropriate to meet the treatment and security needs of the ward.

(D) Whether the goals of rehabilitation and community safety can be met by assigning the ward to an alternative, less
restrictive disposition that is available to the court.

(E) The ward's age, developmental maturity, mental and emotional health, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, and any disabilities or special needs affecting the safety or suitability of committing the ward to a term of
confinement in a secure youth treatment facility.
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